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The two duchies of Coburg and Gotha 1 are not con-
tiguous,   although  each  of them  comprises

*rac^s of land inclosed in the territory of the
.ma:;7pop., other* Until 1852> moreover, their only po-
206,513.) Htical connection was the fact that they had
the same sovereign, but in that year the Duke, after
trying in vain to consolidate them, succeeded in getting
a common constitution adopted which created a union
of a strangely federal character. Certain matters are
declared to be common to both duchies. These are :
the relations to the Duke, to the Empire, and to for-
eign countries ; the constitution; the joint Landtag;
the ministry ; the courts ; the archives ; and the laws
governing the conduct of officials. The matters not
common to both duchies are the ordinary internal
administration, the schools, churches, and finance.

The Duke2 governs by means of a joint ministry,
which is, however, divided into two sections, one for
the special affairs of each duchy, the joint affairs being
confided to the section to which the Minister of State
happens to belong. This officer is at the head of the
whole ministry, and in practice is treated as solely re-
sponsible for all the acts of both sections. The subor-
dinate officials are partly joint and partly several, but
are governed in all cases by the common administra-
tive laws.

The legislative system is even more complicated.
Each duchy has a separate Landtag, elected by indirect
vote for four years by all citizens who pay a direct tax

1  Forkel, SacTisen-Coburg und GotTia, in Marquardsen.

2  The present sovereign is the Duke of Edinburgh.